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Chamber Advocates for Small Business OwnersChamber Advocates for Small Business Owners

On Thursday, February 25, the West Nipissing Chamber of Commerce hosted a virtual
meeting with their Board of Directors, local small business owners, government leaders
and community leaders. The meeting, facilitated by past Chamber president and local
business owner, Joanne Valliere, was called to discuss how the extended lockdown is
impacting small businesses across the region.

The meeting was used as a forum for small business owners and chamber members to
articulate their concerns that have stemmed from the extended lockdown. Many local
business owners are facing financial hardships and do not feel that the current government
funding and resources offered are sufficient to sustain a business amid an extended
lockdown.

Link to VideoLink to Video

https://www.facebook.com/west.n.chamber
https://www.instagram.com/westnipissingchamber/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j0MPU-TDxEE&t=2055s


UpdateUpdate!
As of Wednesday, February 24th, we have approved over 67,000 applications with more
than $950 million in payments going to businesses in communities across the province.
 
Starting at $10,000 for all eligible businesses, the grant provides them with funding to a
maximum of $20,000 to help cover decreased revenue expected as a result of the
Provincewide Shutdown. In order to qualify, business must demonstrate that they
experienced a revenue decline of at least 20 per cent when comparing monthly revenue in
April 2019 and April 2020.
 
This time period was selected because it reflects the impact of the public health measures in
spring 2020, and as such provides a representation of the possible impact of these latest
measures on small businesses. New businesses established since April 2019 are also eligible
provided they meet the other eligibility criteria.

And to help keep businesses informed with the most up to date information, there’s now a
new way for them to check the status of their application
online: https://www.app.grants.gov.on.ca/msrf/#/home#BSGStatusWindow
The applicants would need to scroll down to the section marked “ Check Ontario Small
Business Support Grant application status” as indicated in the screenshot below. To
check application status, authorization number and CRA business number are required.

Additional information can be found here

To apply for the grant, click here

Already applied? Check your application status here

For more grant opportunities, please check our website!

https://www.app.grants.gov.on.ca/msrf/#/home
https://www.ontario.ca/page/businesses-get-help-covid-19-costs#section-5
https://www.app.grants.gov.on.ca/msrf/#/
https://www.app.grants.gov.on.ca/msrf/#/home
https://www.westnipissingchamber.ca/grants


CEAP - SB Eligibility Update!CEAP - SB Eligibility Update!

The Government of Ontario recently simplified the eligibility criteria for the COVID-19 Energy Assistance
Program for Small Business (CEAP-SB) making it easier for those struggling with their electricity and
natural gas bills to access financial assistance. Through CEAP-SB, eligible small businesses and
registered charities can receive a one-time, on-bill credit to help them catch up on their energy bills and
resume regular payments.
 
Amounts of support have also been increased. A small business or registered charity
can now receive up to $1500 towards their electricity and natural gas bills.
 
Any assistance you can provide in sharing these details is greatly appreciated.
Funding is limited with applications being processed on a first-come, first-served
basis. Attached to this email are materials (in English and French) on the
expanded CEAP-SB criteria for your reference and use:
 

Graphics for use on social media or other communications platforms.
Short matte article for a newsletter, e-alert or social media post.

 
More information on CEAP-SB and how to apply can be found at the Ontario Energy Board’s website
at www.oeb.ca/ceap.

Projet de Protocole de Sécurité COVID-19 -Projet de Protocole de Sécurité COVID-19 -
COVID Safety Protocol ProjectCOVID Safety Protocol Project

For more information contact:

http://www.oeb.ca/ceap


Neil FoxNeil Fox
Economic PartnersEconomic Partners

705-753-5450 ext 229705-753-5450 ext 229
neil.fox@economicpartners.comneil.fox@economicpartners.com

The Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation (NOHFC) was established
in 1988 with a mandate to promote and stimulate economic development
initiatives in Northern Ontario by providing financial assistance to projects

that stabilize, diversify and foster economic growth in the region.
The NOHFC is an operational service agency established under the

enabling legislation of the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Act. The NOHFC
has an appointed Board of Directors, chaired by the Ministry of Energy,
Northern Development and Mines. NOHFC’s objectives are set out in the

Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Act as follows:
1. to advise and make recommendations to the Lieutenant Governor in

Council on any matter relating to the growth and diversification of the
economy of Northern Ontario;

2. to promote and stimulate economic initiatives in Northern Ontario;
and

3. to commission studies and enter into contracts in connection with the
objects set out in clauses (a) and (b) above.

The NOHFC provides economic development funding toward approved
projects in the territorial districts of Northern Ontario, namely Algoma,

Cochrane, Kenora, Manitoulin, Nipissing, Parry Sound, Rainy River,
Sudbury, Thunder Bay and Timiskaming.

VisionVision
NOHFC will be a catalyst for key strategic investments to stimulate

economic development and diversification in Northern Ontario.

https://www.mndm.gov.on.ca/en


MissionMission
To partner with communities, businesses, entrepreneurs and youth across

Northern Ontario to create jobs and strengthen the economy.

Who We ServeWho We Serve
For the NOHFC, Northern Ontario is defined as all areas North of, and

including, the districts of Parry Sound and Nipissing.

For more information contact:

Dominique Marleau
Northern Development Advisor 
Northern Development Division

Ministry of Energy, Northern Development and Mines
705-471-1071 | Dominique.marleau@ontario.ca

Click here for more info!Click here for more info!

For more information on Grants available! Check out our newly created grants page
on our website

Visit our websiteVisit our website

Survey for Collège BoréalSurvey for Collège Boréal
Collège Boréal – Nipissing campus will be offering an Entry Level Sales and Service Industry
Program in collaboration with the District of Nipissing Social Services Administration
Board (DNSSAB) this spring for clients of Ontario Works and ODSP.
 
This program will introduce participants to the nature of employability skills and
prepare them for a range of jobs in customer service or entry-level retail positions.

mailto:Dominique.marleau@ontario.ca
https://nohfc.ca/nohfc_programs
https://www.westnipissingchamber.ca/grants


 
In order to make sure that what we are offering the participants is what YOU, the
industry is looking for, we would like your feedback on the proposed training.
 
Thank you for taking a few short minutes to complete the following survey to indicate
whether these learning objectives are important to you and your business in West Nipissing.
 
Your input matters!

Survey LinkSurvey Link

WHAT'S UP WITH THE CHAMBERWHAT'S UP WITH THE CHAMBER

http://bit.ly/3p7VKy9
http://bit.ly/3p7VKy9




Take our Survey!Take our Survey!

https://www.westnipissingchamber.ca/business-engagement-survey












Recovery Activation ProgramRecovery Activation Program

The Recovery Activation Program (RAP)Recovery Activation Program (RAP) is a no cost, immersive series of
highly practical online programs that are designed to help you identify areas to
modernize your business so that you can confidently take on all the challenges
that are thrown at you in the wake of COVID-19, such as managing your
workforce virtually, finding new customers without going to a trade show, and
managing disrupted supply chains – just to name a few.
In three steps – taking a Digital Needs Assessment, engaging in virtual
sessions, and working with industry leading experts to plan your digital
transformation – you will be on your way to new growth and opportunities.

Take your first step toward digital transformation by completing your DNATake your first step toward digital transformation by completing your DNA
today.today.

Click here to take your Digital Needs Assessment!Click here to take your Digital Needs Assessment!

Member PromotionsMember Promotions

https://assessment.bot.com/
https://wtctoronto.com/scaleup/rap/?gclid=CjwKCAjwlID8BRAFEiwAnUoK1QAQJuYNUtcWWr1YK4QO1p6DBnWsRgT0JFhym4iBpFqFMlJ9f96B8hoCgA0QAvD_BwE




Link to Website!Link to Website!

https://www.audiovideoplus.ca/en/
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